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THE VISION OF PETER

On the Appian Way there stands a little church called “Domine Quo Vadis,” that gives
its title to the picture. It was built on the spot where, according to tradition, Christ appeared
to St. Peter.

Advised by the elders of the church to leave Rome in case he should be caught up in
Nero’s massacre, St. Peter accompanied by a young Christian boy is suddenly halted on his
way by a great light, suffusing the trees. Sensing the presence of Christ, he falls to his knees
and asks “Lord, whither goest Thou?” Christ replies, “I have come to Rome to be crucified
again!” Peter then realizes that he has been ill advised to leave his flock.

Full of decision he plants his shepherd-like crook firmly in the ground and turning back
hastens to Rome and martyrdom.

Befitting the scene, the music at the heart, as it were, of the mystical light strikes a
preternatural, a cosmic note, while heavenly voices echo the words of Peter: “Quo Vadis,
Domine?”
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THE VISION OF PETER

Molto tranquillo

MIKLOS ROZSA
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