
CHAPTER TWO • RELEASE 

A high, barbed-wire fence at Atascadero 
State Hospital keeps dangerous inmates 
within the grounds. Kemper stayed here for 
five years after murdering his grandparents, 
but fooled the doctors into trusting him. 

D e m o n at 
LARGE 
I n p s y c h i a t r i c h o s p i t a l , 
E d K e m p e r h o o d w i n k e d 
d o c t o r s i n t o b e l i e v i n g h e 
w a s r e s p o n d i n g t o t h e r a p y . 
O n r e l e a s e , h e e m b a r k e d 
on a t r a i l of s l a u g h t e r . 

A t a s c a d e r o w a s t o b e E d K e m p e r ' s 
b o r n e f o r t h e n e x t f i v e y e a r s -
y e a r s t h a t w e r e t o p r o v e a r e a l 
l e a r n i n g e x p e r i e n c e . H e s o o n 

b e c a m e a t r u s t e d i n m a t e a n d , u n d e r t h e 
g u i d a n c e o f t h e R e s e a r c h D i r e c t o r , D r 
E r a n k V a n a s e k , b e g a n r o a d m i n i s t e r 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l t e s t s t o t h e o t h e r i n m a t e s . 
H e t o o k p r i d e i n h i s w o r k , a n d h e e a i n e 
g o o d a t i t . 

1964-69 Ed Kemper is held as a 
patient at Atascadero State Hospital 

9.69 Kemper is released Into a 
halfway house for three months 

12.69 Kemper returns to stay with 
his mother in Aptos, California 

1970 Joins Division of Highways and 
goes to live in Alameda, California 

1971-72 Cruises highways to pick 
up hitchhikers 

7.5.72 Murders Mary Ann Pesce and 
Anita Luchessa 

A t t h e s a m e t i m e , K e m p e r a c q u i r e d a 
f a c i l e g r a s p o f p s y c h o l o g i c a l c o n c e p t s a n d 
t e r m i n o l o g y . H e c a m e t o u n d e r s t a n d w h a t 
t h e d o c t o r s a n d t h e r a p i s t s w a n t e d h i m t o 
s a y , a n d h e s a i d i t . 

H i s l e a r n i n g i n c r e a s e d i u o t h e r a r e a s , 
t o o . A t a s c a d e r o s p e c i a l i z e d i n t r e a t i n g s e x 
o f f e n d e r s , a n d f r o m h i s f e l l o w i n m a t e s , 
b o t h i n p r i v a t e c o n v e r s a t i o n a n d g r o u p 
t h e r a p y s e s s i o n s , t h e t e e n a g e K e m p e r 
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a b s o r b e d h i g h l y g r a p h i c i n f o r i i i a r i o n a b o u t 
s e x u a l m a t t e r s . 

H e a l s o l e a r n t a b o u t r a p e . L i s t e n i n g t o 
c o n v i c t e d r a p i s t s , h e b e g a n t o i n d u l g e i n 
v i o l e n t s e x u a l f a n t a s i e s o f h i s o w n . 
K e m p e r n o t e d h o w m a n y r a p i s t s h a d b e e n 
c a u g h t a f t e r b e i n g i d e n t i f i e d b y t h e i r 
v i c t i m s , a n d d e c i d e d t h a t t h e b e s t c h a n c e 
f o r a c a m p a i g n o f s e x u a l a s s a u l t t o 
s u c c e e d w o u l d b e t o m a k e s u r e t h a t n o 
v i c t i m w a s l e f t a l i v e . 

H e n a t u r a l l y c o n c e a l e d s u c h t h o u g h t s 
f r o m t h e d o c t o r s , t o w h o m h e p r e s e n t e d 
o n l y t h e b e s t p i c t u r e o f h i m s e l f . 
N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e y s t i l l f o u n d h i m 
e m o t i o n a l l y ' i m m a t u r e a n d v o l a t i l e ' , w i t h 
' a r a t h e r s u b s t a n t i a l a m o u n t o f l a t e n t 
h o s t i l i t y ' . H o w e v e r , t h o u g h t h e y n o t e d t h a t 
t h e ' p o s s i b i l i t y o f e x p l o s i v e n e s s i s c e r t a i n l y 
e \ ' i d e n t ' , K e m p e r w o r k e d s o h a r d a t 
p r e s e n t i n g a n i n t e l l i g e n t i m a g e t h a t t h e y 
e v e n t u a l l y r e c o m m e n d e d h i s r e l e a s e . 

H e w a s r e t u r n e d t o t h e c a r e o f t h e 
C a l i f o r n i a Y o u t h A u t h o r i t y i n 1 9 6 9 , a n d 
p l a c e d i n a h a l f w a y h o u s e . H e s t a y e d t h e r e 
f o r t h r e e m o n t h s , a t t e n d i n g c o l l e g e a n d 
a c h i e v i n g h i g h m a r k s . 

Mother trouble 
T h e d o c t o r s a t A t a s c a d e r o h a d 
r e c o m m e n d e d t h a t K e m p e r b e k e p t a p a r t 
f r o m h i s m o t h e r , w h o w a s , a s f a r a s t h e y 
w e r e c o n c e r n e d , t h e w e l l s p r i n g o f a l l h i s 
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In focus 
FINAL MEETING 
In the summer of 1971, Kemper made 
a determined effort to re-establish 
contact with his father, Edmund Emil 
Kemper II. He found his address 
through the Los Angeles chapter of 
the Electricians' Union, and phoned 
to arrange a meeting. 

His father would not allow him 
to come to his home - he still 
remembered the unsettling effect 
Ed's strange behaviour had had on 
his wife and stepson seven or eight 
years before - but agreed to see him 
in a restaurant. 

Ed's memory of the meal was that 
the two men had a lot of fun, drinking 
and pretending to argue with each 
other. He remembered: 'We solved 
all the psychic goodies, about the 
grandparents and how he had 
forgiven me and everything.* Ed then 
picked up the bill for the meal as his 
father 'never had any bread*. It was 
their last meeting. 

p r o b l e m s . S o m e h o w o r o t h e r , t h o u g h , t h i s 
a d v i c e w a s m i s s e d o r i g n o r e d b y t h e p a r o l e 
b o a r d , a n d a t t h e e n d o f t h e y e a r h e w a s 
r e l e a s e d i n t o h e r c a r e . 

T h e Y o u t h A u t h o r i t y w a s u n a b l e t o 
c o n t a c t K e m p e r ' s f a t h e r , a s b e b a d c u t 
h i m s e l f o f f c o m p l e t e l y , m o v i n g b o u s e a n d 
h a v i n g a n e x - d i r e c t o r y t e l e p h o n e n u m b e r . 
W h i l e K e m p e r w a s a t A t a s c a d e r o , h i s 
m o t h e r h a d m a r r i e d a n d d i \ ' o r c e d ( a m a n 
n a m e d S t r a n d b e r g ) f o r t h e t h i r d t i m e . A f t e r 

A Ed Kemper often visited the jury Room, 
a bar in Santa Cruz where he mixed with off-
duty police officers. They used to call him 
Big Ed and considered him to be a decent 
sort of fellow. 

t h e b r e a k - u p , i n 1 9 6 3 , s h e r e t u r n e d t o 
C a l i f o r n i a , t o t h e c o a s t a l c i t y o f S a n t a O n z 
- 1 2 4 k i n ( 7 7 m i l e s ) s o u t h e a s t o f S a n 
F r a n c i s c o - w h e r e s h e g o t a j o b a t t h e l o c a l 
c a m p u s o f t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f C a l i f o r n i a , a n d 
a h o u s e i n t h e n e a r b y t o w n o f A p t o s . 

Giant outsider 
K e m p e r f o u n d i r h a r d e r t h a t e v e r t o f i r i n t o 
t h e o u t s i d e w o r l d . H e h a d g r o w n t o b e a 
t r u e g i a n t , o v e r 2 m { 6 f t 9 i n ) t a l l . H e 
w e i g h e d m o r e t h a n 1 2 7 k g ( 2 0 s t o n e ) , 
t h o u g h h i s w e i g h t w a s w e l l d i s t r i b u t e d 
o v e r h i s m a s s i v e f r a m e , a n d t h e r e w a s a n 
i n c o n g r u o u s g r a c e a n d d e l i c a c y i n h i s 
m o v e m e n t s . 

T h e s o c i a l r e v o l u t i o n o f t h e 1 9 6 0 s h a d 
p a s s e d h i m b y . H e w a s d i s g u s t e d b y 
h i p p i e s , w h o m h e c o n s i d e r e d l o w e r c l a s s . 
H e c o n t i n u e d t o w e a r h i s l i g h t b r o w n h a i r 
a n d m o u s t a c h e s h o r t a n d t i d y , d r e s s e d 
c o n s e r v a t i v e l y a n d v i e w e d t h e w o r l d 
t h r o u g h a p a i r o f r o u n d m e t a l - f r a m e d 
s p e c t a c l e s . 

E v e n a t h o m e , K e m p e r d i d n o t f i t . H e 

THE ROOM-MATES 

p 

MARY ANN PESCE was one of five 
children of an affluent family from 
southern California. She had spent 
seven years between 1964 and 1971 
living with her family in Wiesbaden, 
Germany, and had been to school in 
Switzerland where she honed her 
skiing skills sufficiently to consider 
competing at a professional level. 

ANITA LUCHESSA was much less 
experienced than her college room­
mate, Mary Ann Pesce. She had lived 
all her life on her parents' farm in the 
Sierra Nevada; her trip to Berkeley 
with Mary Ann - to visit friends - was 
the first time in her life she had ever 
hitchhiked. Her brother Fred also 
attended Fresno State College. 
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CHAPTER TWO-RELEASE 

In focus 
HOSPITAL TREATMENT 
When Ed Kemper entered Atascadero 
State Hospital in 1964, it had a 
reputation for advanced methods 
in treating sex offenders and the 
criminally insane. The emphasis was 
on treatment rather than punishment. 

institution, Inmates had a good deal 
of freedom and their own rooms 
(such as the one seen above). Some 
patients were given supervised access 
to the outside world; Kemper, for 
instance, attended meetings of the 
local Junior Chamber of Commerce 

I [ i t ' i ' n - j r W l < ( " ' ; L ' » : i n ' ^ * ' ' ' i i n i n ! I - - ' - ' ( n 

a n d h i s m o t h e r a r g u e d c o n s t a n t l y f r o m t h e 
m o m e n t h e a r r i v e d . ' I ' v e n e v e r b e e n i n s u c h 
a v i c i o u s v e r b a l b a t t l e w i t h a n y o n e , ' h e 
s a i d o f o n e r o w . ' I t w o u l d g o t o f i s t s w i t h 
a m a n , h u t t h i s w a s m y m o t h e r . ' 

H e t o o k r e f u g e i n n e a r b y b a r s , 
e s p e c i a l l y t h e J u r y R o o m i n S a n t a C r u z , 
j u s t a c r o s s f r o m t h e l o c a l c o u r t h o u s e , 
w h e r e t h e p o l i c e w o u l d c o n g r e g a t e w h e n 
o f f d u t y . H e f o u n d l i k e - m i n d e d , 
c o n s e r v a t i v e b u d d i e s t h e r e , w h e r e h e w a s 
k n o w n a s B i g E d , a n d w h e r e n o o n e 
e n q u i r e d t o o h a r d i n t o h i s p a s t . 

S o m e o f t h e a r g u m e n t s w i t h h i s m o t h e r 
w e r e a b o u t s e l f - i m p r o v e m e n t . S h e w a s n o 
l e s s a m b i t i o u s f o r h i m t h a n s h e h a d b e e n 
f o r h i s f a t h e r , a n d u r g e d h i m t o c o m p l e t e 
h i s s t u d i e s a n d g e t a p l a c e a t a u n i v e r s i t y . 
T h o u g h K e m p e r w o u l d h a v e b e e n a b l e t o 
h o l d h i s o w n a c a d e m i c a l l y , h e s h i e d a w a y 
f r o m c o m m i t t i n g h i m s e l f . 

H e d i d , h o w e v e r , a p p l y t o j o i n t h e 
p o l i c e f o r c e . W i t h h i s g r e a t l o v e o f a l l -
A m e r i c a n f i l m s t a r J o h n W a y n e , K e m p e r 
w o u l d e a s i l y s e c h i m s e l f i n t h e r o l e o f a 
f i r m b u t g e n t l e l a w m a n . H i s a p p l i c a t i o n 
w a s r e j e c t e d b e c a u s e h e w a s t o o t a l l . 
D e p r e s s e d , h e s o u g h t m e n i a l w o r k . 

K e m p e r t h e n f o u n d h i m s e l f a j o b w i t h 

t h e C a l i f o r n i a D i v i s i o n o f H i g h w a y s , 
w o r k i n g a s a f l a g m a n , w a r n i n g 
a p p r o a c h i n g m o t o r i s t s o f r o a d w o r k s . H e 
e a r n e d e n o u g h m o n e y t o b u y a m o t o r c y c l e , 
t h o u g h h e h a d t o a b a n d o n i t a f t e r t w o 
c r a s h e s l e f t h i m w i t h h e a d i n j u r i e s a s i d a 
b r o k e n l e f t a r m . H i s i n s u r a n c e p a y o u t 
b o u g h t h i m a s e c o n d - h a n d c a r , a y e l l o w 
a n d b l a c k F o r d G a l a x i e . 

K e m p e r b e g a n t o a s s e m b l e a c o l l e c t i o n 
o f k n i v e s , a n d a b o r r o w e d g u n o r t w o , 
s e c r e t i n g t h i s w e a p o n s h o a r d i n t h e b o o t 
o f h i s c a r . H i s n e w j o b m e a n t h e e o u l d 
m o v e a w a y f r o m h i s m o t h e r . H e r e n t e d a 
r o o m i n a f r i e n d ' s f l a t i n A l a m e d a , a n 
i s l a n d c i t y o n S a n F r a n c i s c o B a y . 

Highway cruiser 
I n 1 9 7 0 a n d 1 9 7 1 , K e m p e r s p e n t m u c h o f 
h i s l e i s u r e t i m e c r u i s i n g t h e f r e e w a y s o f 
C ! l a l i f o r n i a . O n b i s r e l e a s e f r o m A t a s c a d e r o , 
h e h a d b e e n f a s c i n a t e d b y t h e n u m b e r o f 
y o u n g w o m e n h i t c h h i k i n g , a n d h e n o w 
m a d e a p o i n t o f s t o p p i n g t o p i c k t h e m u p . 

H e p r a c t i s e d c h a t t i n g t o t h e m , g a i n i n g 
c o n f i d e n c e . H e k n e w t h a t h i s s i z e a n d 
' s t r a i g h t ' l o o k s p u t m a n y o f t h e m o f f 
g e t t i n g i n t o t h e c a r , a n d s o h e l e a r n t b o w 
t o m a k e h i m s e l f a p p e a r h a r m l e s s . 
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B e t w e e n t i m e s , h e w o u l d t a n t a s i z e 
a b o u t m u r d e r , s l o w l y e v o l v i n g a d e t a i l e d 
c a m p a i g n a g a i n s t t h e w o r l d . H e p e r s u a d e d 
h i s m o t h e r t o g e t h i m a U n i v e r s i t y o f 
C a l i f o r n i a p e r m i t f o r b i s c a r , g i v i n g h i m 
a c c e s s t o a l l t h e m a n y c a m p u s e s u p a n d 
d o w n t h e s t a t e . B y t h e s p r i n g o f 1 9 7 2 , h e 
w a s r e a d y t o s t r i k e . 

O n S u n d a y , 7 . M a y , K e m p e r w a s i n 
B e r k e l e y , c r u i s i n g t h e a c c e s s r o a d s t o t h e 
f r e e w a y s , l o o k i n g f o r t h e r i g h t g i r l t o p i c k 
u p . H e h a d s e l e c t e d s p e c i a l c l o t h i n g f o r t h e 
o c c a s i o n , a l i g h t h r o w n c h e c k s h i r t , d a r k 
j e a n s a n d a b u c k s k i n j a c k e t . 

M a r y A n n P e s c e a n d A n i t a L u c h e s s a 
w e r e h o t h 1 8 , f i r s t - y e a r s t u d e n t s a n d 
r o o m - m a t e s a t F r e s n o S t a t e C o l l e g e . T h e y 
h a d c o m e t o B e r k e l e y t o s e e f r i e n d s a n d 
w e r e h i t d i h i k i n g t o S t a n f o r d U n i v e r s i t y , 

a c r o s s S a n F r a n c i s c o B a > ; t o v i s i t a n o t h e r 
f r i e n d . A t 4 p m , K e m p e r ' s F o r d G a l a x i e 
p u l l e d u p a s t h e y s t o o d n e a r t h e L a s t s h o r e 
F r e e w a y , a n d t h e y g o t i n t h e b a c k s e a t . 

U s i n g w e l l - r e h e a r s e d l i n e s , K e m p e r 
f o u n d o u t t h a t n e i t h e r o f t h e g i r l s k n e w t h e 
a r e a , i n s t e a d o f h e a d i n g s o u t h , t h e n 
a c r o s s t h e B a y B r i d g e t o S t a n f o r d , h e d r o v e 

u p s o t h e y c o u l d s e e i t , a n d s a i d , ' Y o u 
k n o w w h a t I w a n t . ' 

W h i l e A n i t a s a t c o w e d i n h e r s e a t , M a r y 
A n n t r i e d t o r e a s o n w i t h K e m p e r , k e e p i n g 
c o o l a n d s y m p a t h e t i c a s s h e t r i e d t o g e t 
h i m t o s e e h e r a s a p e r s o n r a t h e r t h a n a 
v i c t i m . K e m p e r f e l t s o m e s y m p a t h y f o r t h e 
" i r l , h u t f r o m h i s d a y s a t A t a s c a d e r o h e 

My mother and I started right in on horrendous 
battles, just horrible battles, violent and vicious... 

She insisted on it, and just over stupid things. 
Ed Kemper 

• After his release from the Atascadero 
State Hospital, Kemper got a job with the 
Division of Highways, warning oncoming 
motorists of road works, such as seen here. 
He thus earned a small, but steady income. 

r o i u K i t h e f r e e w a y s y s t e m f o r a w h i l e , t h e n 
h e a d e d e a s t , i n t o t h e r u r a l h i n t e r l a n d . 
W h e n l i e s u d d e n l y p u l l e d o f f d o w n a s i d e 
r o a d , t h e g i r l s r e a l i z e d t h a t t h e y w e r e i n 
b i g t r o u b l e . O n e o f t h e m a s k e d h i m , ' W h a t 
d o y o u w a n t ? ' 

I n r e p l y , K e m p e r r e a d i e d u n d e r h i s s e a t 
f o r a 9 m m B r o w n i n g p i s t o l h e h a d 
b o r r o w e d f r o m a w o r k m a t e . 1 l e l i f t e d i t 

r e c o g n i z e d w h a t s b e w a s d o i n g a n d f o i i g b t 
t b e t e m p t a t i o n t o g i v e u p b i s p l a n . 

F i n a l l y , h e f o u n d s o m e w h e r e o f f t h e 
b e a t e n t r a c k w h e r e h e c o u l d p a r k . H e t o l d 
t h e g i r l s t h a t h e w a s g o i n g t o l o c k o n e o f 
t h e m i n t h e b o o t o f t h e c a r a n d h i d e t h e 
o t h e r i n t h e b a c k s e a t , a n d t h a t b e w a s 5 
g o i n g t o t a k e t h e m b o t h b a c k t o h i s ^ 
a p a r t m e n t . ' Q 
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CHAPTER TWO-RELEASE 

k e i n p L T [ l iLMi h a n d c u f t e d M a r y A n n t o 
t h e s e a t - b e l t s u p p o r t , w h i l e h e p u t t h e 
m e e k l y u n r e s i s t i n g A n i t a i n t h e booi. H e 
w a s n o t t a k i n g e i t h e r o f t h e m a n y w h e r e . 

R a c k i n t h e c a r , h e h a n d c u f f e d . M a r y 
A n n h e h i t i d h e r b a c k . A s h e d i d s o , t h e 
b a c k o f h i s h a n d b r u s h e d a g a i n s t h e r 
b r e a s t , a n d h e a p o l o g i z e d . T h e n h e p u t a 
p l a s t i c b a g o v e r h e r h e a d , a n d t r i e d t o 
s t r a n g l e h e r w i t h t h e b e l t f r o m a d r e s s i n g 
g o w n h e h a d b r o u g h t f o r t h e p u r p o s e . 

Desperate fight 
M a r y A n n f o u g h t f o r h e r l i f e . S h e b i t a h o l e 
i n t h e p l a s t i c b a g , a n d m a n o e u v r e d h e r 
h e a d s o t h a t t h e l i g a t u r e w e n t i n t o h e r 
m o u t h r a t h e r t h a n r o u n d h e r n e c k . 
F r u s t r a t e d , K e m p e r t o o k o u t a k n i f e a n d 
s t a b b e d h e r t w i c e i n t h e b a c k . 

S h e m o a n e d , a n d h e t o l d h e r t o s h u t u p , 
b u t s b e w o u l d n o t . H e k e p t o n s t a b b i n g , 
a n d s h e k e p t o n m o a n i n g . S h e s t r u g g l e d , 
t u r n i n g o v e r o n t h e s e a t a n d s h a k i n g t b e 
b a g f r o m h e r h e a d , a n d b e s t a b b e d h e r 
a g a i n . 

S t i l l s h e r e f u s e d t o d i e , b u t k e p t o n 

t r y i n g l o t a l k , i n d e s p e r a t i o n , h e g r a b b e d 
h e r b y t b e c h i n a n d c u t h e r t h r o a t . S h e w a s 
f i n a l l y q u i e t . K e m p e r g o t o u t a n d w e n t t o 
t h e b o o t . H e k n e w t h e o t h e r g i r l w o u l d 
h a v e b e a r d t b e s t r u g g l e ; h e k n e w h e w o u l d 
h a v e t o k i l l h e r q u i c k l y . 

W h e n l i e o p e n e d t h e b o o t , s h e s a w h i s 
b l o o d y b a n d s . H e h a d b r o k e n M a r y 
A n n ' s n o s e , b e e x p l a i n e d , b e c a u s e s b e b a d 
r a l k e d b a c k . N o w h e n e e d e d h e r h e l p . A s 
A n i r a c l i m b e d o u t o f t h e b o o r , K e m p e r 
g r a b b e d a n o t h e r o f h i s k n i v e s , a l o n g e r 
o n e . H e l u n g e d a t h e r w i t h i t , b u t i t d i d 
n o t e v e n g o t h r o u g h h e r h e a v y d e n i m 
d u n g a r e e s . 

S h e b e g a n t o s c r e a m a n d f i g h t a s h e 
s t a b b e d a t h e r a g a i n a n d a g a i n , i n a f r e n z y , 
c u t t i n g h i s o w n h a n d i n t h e p r o c e s s . A p a r t 
o f h i s m i n d r e m a i n e d d e t a c h e d , d r i n k i n g 
i n e v e r y d e t a i l , a n d h e w a s a w a r e o f d i s t a n t 
v o i c e s f l o a t i n g i n t h e a i t . 

F i n a l l y , t h e g i r l ' s r e s i s t a n c e e n d e d a n d 
s h e f e l l b a c k i n t o t h e b o o t . H e t o s s e d t h e 
k n i f e a f t e r h e r , a n d s l a m m e d i t s h u t . 
P a u s i n g o n l y t o p u s h M a r y A n n P e s c e ' s 
b o d y o n t o t h e f l o o r a n d c o v e r i t w i t h a 

SANTA CRUZ 
The small coastal city of Santa Cruz 
-where Kemper's mother worked as 
a secretary at the University of 
California campus - lies on the north 
side of Monterey Bay, about 130km 
(80 miles) south of San Francisco. 

Santa Cruz has long been a 
retirement haven and tourist centre 
for the people of San Francisco and 
Oakland. Then, in the 1960s, the 
University of California opened up its 
new campus on a high, wooded area 
just out of town and overlooking 
Monterey Bay. 

The attractions of fine beaches, 
elegant 19th-century buildings and a 
beautiful rural hinterland proved an 
irresistible lure to commuters from 
San Francisco, as well as to hippies, 
and the town grew apace. But the 
influx of young students also made 
the area popular with drug dealers -
and even a small group of Satanists 
who settled in the region. 
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I I c w e n t t h r o u g h t h e h a g s t h e g i r l s h a d 
b e e n c a r r y i n g , k e e p i n g w h a t l i t t l e m o n e y 
- a b o u t $ 8 - t h e y h a d b e t w e e n t h e m , a n d 
p o r i n g o v e r t h e i r p e r s o n a l p a p e r s . H e 
c o p i e d d o w n t h e i n f o r m a t i o n f r o m t h e i r 
I D c a r d s , t h e n d e s t r o y e d e v e r y t h i n g . 
W h e n h e w a s f i n i s h e d , h e t o o k t h e b o d i e s 
b a c k t o t h e c a r a n d b u r i e d t h e m i n t h e w i l d 
m o u i i t a i u o L i s c o u n t r y b e h i n d . S a n t a C r u z . 

A t f i r s t , K e m p e r k e p t t h e h e a d s i n h i s 
r o o m , p a r t l y f o r t h e i r s y m b o l i c v a l u e a s 
t r o p h i e s , a n d p a r t l y t o d e l a y i d e n t i f i c a t i o n 
( h e k n e w t h e g i r l s w o u l d t i t h e r w i s e b e 
t r a c e d t h r o u g h d e n t a l r e c o r d s ) . A f t e r a 
w h i l e , h e d r o v e i n t o t h e h i l l s a i i d t h r e w 

t h e m i n t o a r a v i n e . 
N o w t h a t h e h a d d i s p o s e d o f t h e b o d i e s , 

h e f e l t s a f e . W h i l e t h e g i r l s w e r e s t i l l j u s t 
o n a m i s s i n g l i s t , h e k n e w t h e r e w o u l d n o t 
b e m u c h o f a n i n v e s t i g a t i o n , i n d e e d , t h e 
p o l i c e h a d n o t y e t e v e n s t a r t e d a n 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n . T h o u g h b o t h g i r l s ' p a r e n t s 
t r i e d t o r e g i s t e r t h e i r d a u g h t e r s a s m i s s i n g 
p e r s o n s , t h e f a c t t h a t s o m a n y C a l i f o r n i a 
g i r l s l e f t h o m e f o r a b o y o r f o r t h e 
e x c i t e m e n t s o f S a n F r a n c i s c o m e a n t t h a t 
t h e p o l i c e o f t e n f a i l e d t o t a k e s u c h 
d i s a p p e a r a n c e s s e r i o u s l y . A s f a r a s t h e y 
w e r e c o n c e r n e d , t h e g i r l s w e r e j u s t a n o t h e r 
p a i r o f r u n a w a y s . 

I jumped in the car and was sweating very heavily 
and there was blood splattered here and there and 

on my hands, which I had to keep concealed. 
Kemper after the Pesce and Luchessa murders 
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itt. 
r , K e m p e r p a s s e d a c o u p l e 

a h o u s e t h a t w a s f o r s a l e , 
e v m u s t h a v e n o t i c e d t h e n o t i c e d t h 

t h e m o s t 
l i d , h e k e p t 

c o a t , h e d r o v e o f f . 
N o t f a r a w a \ 

l o o k i n g a r o u n d ..̂  
H e w a s s u r e t h e y m u s t h a v e 
s c r e a m s b u t , a s s u m i n g t h e 
n o n c h a l a n t e x p r e s s i o n h e c o u 
o n g o i n g . I t w a s a b o u t 6 p n i . 

Gruesome work 
H e r e t u r n e d t o A l a m e d a , b u t d i s c o v e r e d 
p e o p l e i n t h e g a r a g e . S o h e p a r k e d 
n e a r b y , w e n t i n t o w a s h h i s h a n d s o f 
b l o o d , a n d t h e n d r o v e a r o u n d f o r a 
w h i l e . H v e t i t n a l l y , t h e c o a s t w a s c l e a r . 
W r a p p i n g t h e b o d i e s i n a b l a n k e t , 
K e m p e r c a r r i e d t h e m i n t o h i s f l a t . H e 
t h e n u n d r e s s e d , d i s s e c t e d a n d b e h e a d e d 
t h e m , p h o t o g r a p h i n g e a c h s t a g e o f h i s 
h a n d i w o r k w i t h a P o l a r o i d c a m e r a . 

• A missing persons file lists the 
names of Mary Ann Pesce and Anita 
Luchessa, with a description of their 
clothes. Pesce's father reported their 
disappearance to the police, who 
thought that they were runaways. 
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