
CHAPTER ONE • FIRST SLAYINGS 

A K i l l e r i n 
THE FAMILY 

A b o y c o u l d g e t t o 
t h i n k i n g s t r a n g e t h o u g h t s 
c o o p e d u p i n a n i s o l a t e d 
f a r m h o u s e w i t h r e l a t i v e s 
h e h a t e d . A n d y o u n g E d , 
h i s f a m i l y a g r e e d , w a s n o 
n o r m a l b o y . T h e n o n e 
d a y , a s u r g e o f a n g e r , a 
f e w w e l l - a i m e d s h o t s f r o m 
a . 2 2 r i f l e a n d i t w a s 
c u r t a i n s f o r G r a n d m a a n d 
G r a n d p a K e m p e r . 

E v e n a t 1 5 , E d K e m p e r w a s 
d i f f e r e n t . A l r e a d y 1 . 9 m ( 6 f t 4 i n ) 
t a l l , h e w a s g i v e n t o b r o o d i n g 
s i l e n c e s a n d f i x e d s t a r e s . O t h e r 

k i d s t e n d e d t o s t a y o u t o f h i s w a y . 
H i s m o t h e r , l i v i n g i n H e l e n a , M o n t a n a , 

t h o u g h t h e w a s h i r e a l w e i r d o ' . S h e d i d n o t 
r e a l l y w a n t h i m a r o u n d a n d h i s f a t h e r h a d 
t o l d h i m h e c o u l d n o t s t a y w i t h h i m a n d 
h i s n e w w i f e i n L o s A n g e l e s . H e s h u t t l e d 
b a c k a n d f o r t h a f e w t i m e s , a n d t h e n e n d e d 
u p w i t h h i s g r a n d p a r e n t s i n w h a t m u s t 
h a v e s e e m e d l i k e t h e m i d d l e o f n o w h e r e , 
a f a r m h o u s e a t N o r t h F o r k , i n t h e f o o t h i l l s 
o f C a l i f o r n i a ' s S i e r r a N e v a d a . 

O S 

12.8.64 Ed Kemper, aged 15, returns 
to his grandparents' farm at North 
Fork in the Sierra Nevada after 
staying with his mother in Montana 

27.8.64 Kemper shoots and kills his 
grandmother and grandfather with 
his .22 rifle. He then phones his 
mother, who tells him to report the 
event to the local sheriff 

6.12.64 Ed Kemper is committed to 
the California State Hospital for the 
criminally insane at Atascadero, in 
southern California 
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CHAPTER ONE • FIRST SLAYINGS 

H i s h i r h e r s m o t h e r w a s s t r i c t e r m i d 
m e t e d o u t e v e n m o r e p L i n i s h m c n t s t h a n h i s 
o w n . S h e p a r c i c t i l a r l y d i s l i k e d t h e w a y h e r 
g r a n d s o n I c n i k e d a t h e r , a n d w a s a l w a y s 
t h r e a t e n i n g t o c a l l h i s f a t h e r a b o u t i t . S h e 
a l s o f r e q u e n t l y c o m p l a i n e d a b o u t h o w 
m u c h h e c o s t t o f e e d a n d h o u s e . 

The grandfather 
K e m p e r ' s g r a n d m o t h e r d o m i n a t e d h e r 
h u s b a n d . K e m p e r t h o u g h t o f h i m a s a 
d r a b , c o l o u r l e s s m a n , p e r h a p s e v e n a l i t t l e 
s e n i l e , t h o u g h g r a n d f a t h e r a n d g r a n d s o n 
g o t o n w e l l e n o u g h . 

^ ^ That guy is a real weirdo. And you're taking a 
chance leaving him with your parents. You might... wake 

up some morning to learn they have been killed. ̂  ^ 
Kemper's m o t h e r , Clarnell, to his f a t h e r 

I t w a s 2 7 - A u g u s t 1 9 6 4 , a h o t , l a t e 
s u m m e r m o r n i n g . K e m p e r a n d h i s 
g r a n d m o t h e r w e r e s i t t i n g a t t h e k i t c h e n 
t a b l e . S h e w a s w o r k i n g ; h e r h u s b a n d w a s 
o u t s h o p p i n g . A b r u p t l y , E d g o t u p f r o m 
t h e t a b l e a n d t o o k h i s . 2 2 r i f l e - a p r e s e n t 
f r o m h i s g r a n d f a t h e r - f r o m t h e r a c k b y 

t h e k i t c h e n d o o r . H e a n n o u n c e d t h a t h e 
w a s g o i n g t o s h o o t a f e w r a b b i t s . H i s 
g r a n d m o t h e r , n o t l o o k i n g u p f r o m h e r 
w o r k , j u s t t o l d h i m n o t t o k i l l a n y b i r d s . 

K e m p e r s t o p p c c i o n t h e p o r c h . F e e l i n g 
a s u r g e o f a n g e r , h e w h e e l e d a r o u n d , l i f t i n g 
t h e r i f l e t o h i s s h o u l d e r , s i g h t e d o n r h e b a c k 
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of h i s g r a n d m o t h e r ' s h e a d t h r o u g h r h e 
k i t c h e n w i n d o w , a n d f i r e d . 

I t w a s , h e s a i d l a t e r , a s i f l i e h a d l o s t 
c o n t r o l o f h i s h o d y . H i s m i n d , h o w e v e r , 
r e m a i n e d w a t c h f u l h u t d e t a c h e d , s o 
a l t h o u g h h e r e g i s t e r e d e v e r y d e t a i l , h e f e l t 
u t t e r l y p o w e r l e s s t o s t o p h i m s e l f . 

M r s K e m p e r s l u m p e d f o r w a r d . H e s h o t 
h e r t w i c e m o r e , i n r h e h a c k , t h e n p i c k e d 
u p a k n i f e , w e n t u p t o h e r a n d s t a b h e d h e r 
a g a i n a n d a g a i n u n t i l h i s f u r y a b a t e d . H e 
w r a p p e d a t o w e l a r o u n d h e r h e a d t o s o a k 
u p t h e b l o o d , a n d d r a g g e d h e r h o d v i n t o 
h e r b e d r o o m . 

I t o c c u r r e d t o h i m t o u n d r e s s t h e b o d y ; 
h e h a d a n i n s a t i a b l e c u r i o s i t y a b o u t s e x , 
a n d a b o u t t h e w a y w o m e n l o o k e d w i t h o u t 
c l o t h e s . H o w e v e r , h e d i s m i s s e d t h i s f r o m 
h i s m i n d a s a n u n n a t u r a l t h o u g h t . 

T h e n h e h e a r d h i s g r a n d f a t h e r ' s o l d c a r 
c o u g h t o a h a l t o u t s i d e . T h e r e w a s n o 
g o i n g b a c k n o w . O n c e a g a i n , h e r a i s e d t h e 
r i f l e a n d , a s t h e o l d m a n b e n t o v e r t o g e t 
a b o x o f g r o c e r i e s f r o m t h e f r o n t s e a t , 
K e m p e r k i l l e d h i m w i t h a s i n g l e s h o t i n t h e 
h e a d . 

The game's up 
H e s h u t t h e h o d y i n t h e g a r a g e , t h e n 
a t t e m p t e d t o h o s e d o w n t h e b l o o d f r o m 
t h e d u s t y f r o n t y a r d . I t w a s h o p e l e s s . 
T h e r e w a s n o w a y h e c o u l d c o v e r t h i s u p . 
U n c e r t a i n o f w h a t t o d o , h e p h o n e d h i s 
m o t h e r , s a y i n g ' G r a n d m a ' s d e a d . A n d s o 
i s G r a n d p a . ' A t f i r s t , h e t r i e d t o s a y i t w a s 
a n a c c i d e n t . I l i s m o t h e r , g u e s s i n g 
i m m e d i a t e l y t h a t E d h a d h a d s o m e t h i n g t o 
d o w i t h t h e i r d e a t h s , w a s s h o c k e d a t t h e 
n e w s , b u t n o t r e a l l y s u r p r i s e d . S h e h a d 
w a r n e d E d ' s f a t h e r t h a t s o m e t h i n g l i k e t h i s 
m i g h t h a p p e n . 

S h e t o l d E d t o c a l l t h e l o c a l s h e r i f f , w h o 
d r o v e o u t t o a r r e s t h i m . K e m p e r f r e e l y 
a d m i t t e d b o t h t h e k i l l i n g s , b u t w h e n a s k e d 
w h y , h e c o u l c f o n l y s a y , ' I j u s t w o n d e r e d 

h o w i t w o u l d f e e l t o s h o o t g r a n d m a . ' A s 
f o r h i s g r a n d f a t h e r , h e h a d k i l l e d h i m , h e 
i n s i s t e d , o n l y t o s p a r e h i m t h e s i g h t o f h i s 
w i f e ' s b o d y . 

A c o u r t p s y c h i a t r i s t i n t e r v i e w e d r h e b o v 
i n J u v e n i l e H a l l , a n d p r o n o u n c e d h i m a 
p a r a n o i d s c h i z o p h r e n i c . B y n o m e a n s 
e v e r y o n e a g r e e d w i t h t h i s d i a g n o s i s , b u t 
t h e C a l i f o r n i a Y o u t h A u t h o r i t y d e c i d e d t o 
s e n d h i m f o r t r e a t m e n t t o t h e C a l i f o r n i a 
S t a t e H o s p i r a l a t A t a s c a d e r o , w h i c h 
c a t e r e d f o r s e x o f f e n d e r s a s w e l l a s r h e 
c r i m i n a l l y i n s a n e . E d K e m p e r e n t e r e d t h i s 
i n s t i t u t i o n o n 6 D e c e m b e r 1 9 6 4 . 

After Ed Kemper's mother and father had 
washed their hands of him, the moody 35-
year-otd ended up with his grandparents in 
the foothills of the Sierra Nevada (left), 
California's great mountainous backbone. 

T In December 1^64, i^-year-old Ed 
Kemper was committed to the California 
State Hospital (below) at Atascadero - a 
high-security institution, with a strong 
emphasis on rehabilitation. 


