
BEGINNINGS 

Tictim of f 
DIVORCE 
A c a s u a l t y o f h i s p a r e n t s ' b r o k e n m a r r i a g e , E d K e m p e r w a s 
l e f t a t h i s m o t h e r ' s m e r c y . T o t o u g h e n h i m u p , s h e l o c k e d h i m 
i n t h e c e l l a r e v e r y n i g h t . T a k i n g r e f u g e i n f a n t a s i e s o f r e v e n g e , 
E d b e g a n b y k i l l i n g a n i m a l s , t h e n t u r n e d t o k i l l i n g r e l a t i v e s . 

d K e n i p c r ( i n f u l l 
E d m u n d E m i l 
K e m p e r I I I ) w a s 
b o r n i n B i i r b a n k , 

C a l i f o r n i a , o n I S D e c e m b e r 
1 9 4 8 . H e w a s r l i e s e c o n d 

c h i l d , a n d o n l y s o n o f 
e l e c t r i c i a n E . E . K e m p e r J r 
a n d b i s w i f e C l a r n e l l . The 
c o u p l e a l r e a d y h a d a s i x -
y e a r - o l d d a u g h t e r , S u s a n . 
I n 1951, t h e f a m i l y w a s 
c o m p l e t e d w i t h t h e b i r t h o f 
a s e c o n d d a u g h t e r , A l l y n . 

B o t h K e m p e r s p a r e n t s 
w e r e b i g : h i s m o t h e r C l a r n e l l 
w a s o v e r 1 . 9 m ( 6 f t ) t a l l a n d 
h e r h u s b a n d 2 m ( 6 f t S i n ) . 
B o t h h a d l o u d v o i c e s , 
e s p e c i a l l y w h e n t h e y a r g u e d . 



t o g e t h e r a n d f o u g h t a g a i n . 
E v e n t t i a l t y , K e m p e r s e n i o r , 

w h o , d e s p i t e h i s s i z e a n d h i s 
w a r r e c o r d , w a s b a s i c a l l y a 
w e a k a n d r a t h e r p a s s i v e 
m a n , f o l d e d u n d e r t h e s t r a i n . 
H e a b a n d o n e d h i s w i f e a n d 
f a m i l y i n 1 9 5 7 , r e t u r n i n g 

o n l y o c c a s i o n a l l y , C l a r n e l l 
K e m p e r t o o k h e r c h i l d r e n 
t o l i v e i n H e l e n a , M o n t a n a , 
w h e r e s h e f o u n d a j o b i n a 
b a n k . S h e a n d E . E . d i v o r c e d 
i n 1 9 6 1 , a n d a y e a r l a t e r s h e 
m a r r i e d f o r a s e c o n d t i m e . 

• The rage that afflicted Ed 
Kemper in his adolescence 
arose partly from the treatment 
meted out to him by his 
mother, as well as the feelings 
of abandonment he suffered. 

Idolatry 
Y o u n g K e m p e r h e r o -
w o r s h i p p e d h i s f a t h e r , w h o 
r e g a l e d h i m w i t h s t o r i e s o f 
b i s w a r s e r v i c e i n a S p e c i a l 
F o r c e s U n i t i n E u r o p e . T o 
h i m , h i s f a t h e r w a s a n a i l -

A m e r i c a n h e r o l i k e J o h n 
W a y n e , a n d h e f e l t h i s l o s s 
k e e n l y . H e b l a m e d h i s 
m o t h e r f o r d r i v i n g h i m a w a y . 

C d a r n e l l K e m p e r , w h o w a s 
d r i n k i n g h e a v i l y a t t h i s t i m e , 
t h o u g h t h e r s o n w a s t o o s o f t . 
A r e l a t i v e ' s s o n h a d t u r n e d 
o u t t o h e h o m o s e x u a l - t h e n 
r e g a r d e d a s s h a m e f u l - a n d 
s h e d e c i d e d h e r o w n h o y 
n e e d e d t o u g h e n i n g u p . 

T o t h i s e n d s h e m a d e E d 
s l e e p i n t h e b a s e m e n t . E v e r y 
n i " h t h e w a s l o c k e d i n a n d 

A Ed Kemper was born in the 
city ofBurbank (seen here in 
the 1940s) in Los Angeles 
county. This picture shows the 
hangar-like sound stages of the 
famous Warner Bros, studios. 

a n d t h e y a r g u e d a g r e a t d e a l . 
C l a r n e l l w a s d i s a p p o i n t e d 

t h a t h e r h u s b a n d h a d n o t 
m a d e i t t h r o u g h c o l l e g e a n d 
f e l t h e w a s n o t m a k i n g 
e n o u g h m o n e y . S h e t h o u g h t 
h e w a s t o o h a r d o n t h e g i r l s , 
h u t t o o e a s y o n E d . 

T h e c o u p l e s e p a r a t e d -
f r o m 1 9 5 3 t o 1 9 5 5 E . E . 
K e m p e r w a s i n t h e P a c i f i c , 
w o r k i n g o n a t o m i c b o m b 
t e s t i n g s i t e s - t h e n g o t b a c k 



BEGINNINGS 

THE STEPFATHER 
Clarnell Kemper - Ed 
Kemper's mother-was 
divorced in September 
1961, and married a 45-
year-old plumber called 
Norman Turnquist soon 
afterwards. 

Turnquist set about 
making friends with Ed, 
taking the boy with him on 
the fishing trips that were 
his chief form of relaxation. 

Ed responded well to 
this kindly treatment, but 
even so, he remembered 
once standing behind his 
stepfather as he fished, 
debating whether or not to 
brain him with the iron bar 
he was holding. 

He had a half-formed 
plan to steal Turnquist's car 
and drive south to see his 
natural father, who was 
living in Los Angeles. 

Turnquist and Clarnell 
were divorced in 1963, after 
just 18 months of marriage. 

t h e k i t c h e n t a b l e w a s 
d r a g g e d o v e r t h e t r a p d o o r . 
E v e r y n i g h t i n t h e d a r k t h e 
y o u n g b o y n u r t u r e d f a n t a s i e s 
o f r e v e n g e . 

T h i s n i g h t l y r i t u a l l a s t e d 
f o r e i g h t m o n t h s , u n t i l h i s 
f a t h e r g o t w i n d o f i t a n d p u t 
a s t o p t o i t . Y o u n g E d g r e w 
u p e x t r e m e l y d i s t u r b e d . H e 
h a d b e e n t a u g h t t o s h o o t a t 
s u m m e r c a m p w h e n h e w a s 
q u i t e y o u n g . W h e n h e w a s 
1 3 , h e s h o t d e a d a 
c l a s s m a t e ' s p e t d o g , a n 
i n c i d e n t t h a t m a d e h i m e v e n 

T After Kemper's parents 
separated in 2957, his mother 
took the nine-year-old Ed and 
his two sisters to live in Helena 
(below), the spacious state 
capital of Montana. 

m o r e u n p o p u l a r , a n d 
s h u n n e d b y h i s p e e r s , w h o 
t a u n t e d h i m . H e a l w a y s r a n 
a w a y ; h e w a s t e r r i f i e d o f 
p h y s i c a l v i o l e n c e . 

I t w a s n o t t h e f i r s t t i m e h e 
h a d k i l l e d a n a n i m a l . W h e n 
h e w a s n i n e , h e h a d b u r i e d 
t h e f a m i l y c a t a l i v e i n t h e 
b a c k y a r d . L a t e r , h e d u g u p 
t h e b o d y , t o o k o f f t h e h e a d , 
a n d m o u n t e d i t o n a s t i c k i n 
h i s b e d r o o m , w h e r e h e 
p r a y e d t o i t . 

Animal killer 
A f t e r k i l l i n g t h e d o g , h e 
k i l l e d h i s o w n S i a m e s e c a t , 
a p p a r e n t l y b e c a u s e i t 
p r e f e r r e d h i s s i s t e r ' s 
c o m p a n y . S i m m e r i n g w i t h 
r a g e , h e p o u n c e d o n t h e 
u n f o r t u n a t e a n i m a l , s l i c e d o f f 

t h e t o p o f i t s s k u l l w i t h a 
m a c h e t e - t h e r e w e r e a l w a y s 
w e a p o n s i n t h e h o u s e , a 
l e g a c y o f b i s f a t h e r - t h e n 
s t a b b e d i t . H e b u r i e d p a r t o f 
t h e b o d y i n t h e g a r d e n , a n d 
h i d t h e r e s t i n h i s b e d r o o m 
c u p b o a r d . 

I n t h e a u t u m n o f 1 9 6 3 E d 
w e n t t o s t a y w i t h h i s f a t h e r , 
w h o w a s n e w l y r e m a r r i e d 
a n d h a d a s t e p s o n a r o u n d 
E d ' s a g e . E d e n r o l l e d i n 
s c h o o l i n L o s A n g e l e s , b u t 
d i d T i o t s e t t l e d o w n . H i s 
c l a s s m a t e s r e j e c t e d h i m a n d 
h i s s t e p m o t h e r f e a r e d h i m . 
A f t e r a w e e k h e w a s b u n d l e d 
o f f b a c k t o M o n t a n a . 

D u r i n g t h a t t i m e , h i s 
m o t h e r h a d f o u n d t h e 
r e m a i n s o f t h e c a t i n h i s 
c u p b o a r d . H e d e n i e d 

k n o w i n g a n y t h i n g a b o u t i t . 
H e c o n t i n u e d t o b e v e r y 

u n h a p p y , a n d t o l o s e h i m s e l f 
i n f a n t a s i e s . I n N o v e m b e r , 
n o t y e t 1 5 , h e s t o l e h i s 
m o t h e r ' s c a r a n d d r o v e s o u t h 
t o B u t t e . F r o m t h e r e h e 
c a u g h t a b u s b a c k s o u t h t o 
s e e h i s f a t h e r , w h o a g r e e d 
t h a t b e c o u l d s t a y o n . 

Paradise lost 
T h i s b r i e f i d y l l e n d e d a t 
C d i r i s t m a s , 1 9 6 3 w h e n h i s 
f a t h e r t o o k h i m t o h i s 
p a r e n t s ' f a r m a t N o r t h F o r k , 
i n t h e w e s t e r n f o o t h i l l s o f 
( k i l i f o r n i a ' s S i e r r a N e v a d a . 
A t t h e e n d o f t h e h o l i d a y s , 
E d ' s f a t h e r l e f t h i m t h e r e . 

H e s t a r t e d s c h o o l i n a 
n e a r b y t o w n , b u t d i d n o t d o 
w e l l , d e s p i t e h i s i n t e l l i g e n c e -
h e u s u a l l y s c o r e d i n t h e h i g h 
1 3 0 s i n I Q t e s t s . A t t h e e n d 

o f t h e s c h o o l y e a r , K e m p e r 
w e n t t o s t a y w i t h h i s m o t h e r 
f o r a w h i l e , r e t u r n i n g t o 
N o r t h F o r k o n 1 2 A u g u s t 
I 9 6 4 . T w o w e e k s l a t e r h e 

s h o t h i s g r a n d p a r e n t s . 


